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Addax nasomaculatus
Conservation status: Critically Endangered

The addax is an antelope that lives in the des-
erts of northern Africa. It has developed many 
special adaptations to help it survive in its harsh 
environment. (An adaptation is a characteris-
tic of an organism that makes it better able to 
survive and reproduce in its environment.) The 
addax can withstand high temperatures. It has 
splayed, or spread out, hooves that enable it to 
walk easily on soft sand—in much the same 
way that the wide bottom of a snowshoe makes 
it easier to walk on snow without sinking. The 
addax can go without water for long periods. 
It conserves water by producing urine that is 
highly concentrated, meaning that it contains 
little water. The animal gets almost all of its 
water from the coarse grasses, scrubby bushes, 
and other desert plants that it eats. 

Appearance. The addax has short, glossy fur 
that changes color from winter to summer. Its 
body and neck are grayish-brown in winter and 
sandy to almost white in summer. There is a 
patch of chestnut-colored hair on the forehead. 
Both males and females have spiral horns that 
grow to about 4 feet (1.2 meters) in length. 

Daily life. The addax wanders through its 
sandy habitat (living place) in herds made up 
of from 5 to 30 individuals. The herd is led by 
a dominant (high-ranking) male who may mate 
with several females. Addaxes are most active 
during the night. During the hottest times of the 
day, they often rest in the shade under trees. 

Threats. The addax is in danger of extinction 
because of overhunting and habitat loss caused 
by human development. The animals are easy 
to kill because they move slowly. Local people 
value the meat and leather that they get from 
the addax. 

Scientists estimate that the addax’s popu-
lation has decreased by more than 80 percent 
since about 1990. The total wild population 

may number only in the hundreds, with most 
survivors in Niger and Chad. Conservationists 
consider the addax and another antelope called 
the Dama gazelle to be the most endangered 
bovids, or members of the cattle family, living 
in the Sahara. 

Addaxes face additional threats besides 
hunting and habitat loss. Four-wheel-drive vehi-
cles used by tourists frighten the antelopes and 
may cause them to die of exhaustion as they 
run away. Droughts have reduced the already 
sparse plant life in addax’s habitat, making it 
harder for the animals to find enough food. 
 
Conservation. Some addax populations are 
protected within wildlife reserves, including 
the Yotvata Hai-Bar Nature Reserve in Israel. 
Approximately 2,000 addaxes live in captive 
populations around the world. 
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The addax has been widely hunted for its 
meat and hide.
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Goliath frog

Conraua goliath 

Conservation status: Endangered

This species (type) of frog—named after the  
giant in the Hebrew Bible—is the largest frog in 
the world. It may grow to a length of 12.5 inch-
es (32 centimeters) and a weight of more than  
6.6 pounds (3 kilograms). Its big body is  
greenish-brown on top and yellowish-orange 
beneath. Its skin has a rough, grainy texture. 
Each of its bulging eyes is about 1 inch (2.5  
centimeters) wide.

Reproduction. The mating habits of the  
Goliath frogs are different from those of most 
other frogs and toads. The males of most frog 
species make mating calls to attract females. 
The male sucks air into pockets of the floor of 
his mouth, known as vocal sacs, and then blows 
the air out. But Goliath frog males do not have 
vocal sacs. They make their mating calls by 
opening their mouths to create a long, whistling 
sound. Females are attracted by the whistle.

The female lays a mass of hundreds of eggs 
on a plant at the bottom of a river or stream. 
She does not tend the eggs. Once the tadpoles 
hatch, they feed on the plant, taking about 75 
to 90 days to develop into a frog with legs. 
Surprisingly, at hatching, the Goliath tadpole is 
about the same size as other tadpoles. Most of 
its growth takes place during its tadpole phase. 

As adults, the frogs feed on insects, small 
fish, and shellfish. They also eat other small 
animals, including other frogs, newts, and sala-
manders. The frogs generally hunt at night. 
 
Daily life. Goliath tadpoles spend most of 
their time underwater. The adults often bask on 
moss-covered rocks in the fast-moving streams 
where they live. Their greenish-brown skin  
provides excellent camouflage. 
 
Habitat. Goliath frogs live in the dense tropical 
rain forests of Cameroon and Equatorial Guin-
ea, on Africa’s western coast. The frogs can 
also be found in forests near rivers.

Threats. The wild population of Goliath frogs 
has greatly declined for a number of reasons. 
Local people trap the huge frogs for food.  
Human settlements, commercial logging  
operations, and farming have claimed a  
significant amount of the frogs’ rain forest  
habitat (living place). Other threats include  
pollution and the build-up of sediment (soil, 
stones, and other matter) in the streams and 
rivers where the frogs live and lay their eggs. 
The sediment comes from farming, mining,  
or other activities that disturb the soil. Goliath 
frogs prefer clean water. The frogs are also 
captured and exported to other countries  
for zoo displays, the pet trade, and even  
frog races.

Some Goliath frogs live in areas protected 
by government action, including Monte Alen 
National Park in Equatorial Guinea and wild-
life sanctuaries in the shoreline areas of Cam-
eroon. The government of Equatorial Guinea 
limits the number of Goliath frogs that can 
be legally exported each year. However, con-
servationists believe that additional steps are 
needed to protect these unique amphibians.

The Goliath frog is the largest frog on 

Earth. Most of their growth takes place 

during their tadpole stage.
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Acinonyx jubatus
Conservation status: Vulnerable

The sleek, powerful cheetah is the fastest land 
animal in the world, capable of running as fast 
as 70 miles (110 kilometers) per hour for short 
distances. This predator is built for speed—
with a small head, long legs, thin waist, and 
flexible spine. The cheetah’s claws grip the 
ground for better traction, unlike the claws 
of other cats, which retract into the toes. The 
cheetah’s long tail provides balance when the 
cat makes sharp turns while chasing prey. 

Habitat. Cheetahs live mainly on the grassy 
plains of eastern and southern Africa. Some  
can be found in African dry forests, semidesert  
areas, mountains, or savannas (grassy plains 
with only a few, scattered trees). The current 
range of the cheetah (area in which it naturally 
occurs) is much smaller than its historic range. 
Scientists believe that cheetahs inhabit less 
than a quarter of the range they used to have 
in Africa. They have vanished from most of 
northern and western Africa. They have also 
disappeared from a former range running from 
the Middle East into central Asia and India. 
Biologists estimate that only 7,500 to 10,000 
cheetahs remain in the wild.

Threats. The cheetah’s numbers have plum-
meted for several reasons. People hunt chee-
tahs for their yellow-brown coat with black 
spots, which is sold illegally. Cheetah cubs are 
also sold illegally as pets on the international 
black market. 

Much of the animal’s grassland habitat 
(living place) has been turned into agricul-
tural, mining, industrial, and residential de-
velopments. Cheetah habitats that were once 
connected are now separated by these human 
developments, limiting the cheetah’s ability 
to move to a better environment. The decline 
in cheetah numbers is also linked to a decline 
in the numbers of their prey animals, such 
as gazelle. When their natural prey is scarce, 

some cheetahs turn to livestock as a source of 
food. Ranchers kill cheetahs that they view as 
threats to their livestock.

Cheetahs also face natural threats. For 
example, lions are known to capture and eat 
young cheetahs. Many biologists believe that 
natural causes—probably a decline in their 
prey resulting from climate change—led to the 
near extinction of cheetahs about 10,000 years 
ago. Inbreeding among the few remaining indi-
viduals weakened the cheetah’s immune system 
(the body’s defense against disease and other 
harm) over time, making the animals more 
vulnerable to disease. 

Conservation. Captive breeding programs 
are attempting to maintain the species’s (type’s) 
remaining genetic variation. A number of  
conservation programs are aimed at other 
problems plaguing cheetahs. In Namibia, a 
program called the Cheetah Conservation 
Fund provides ranchers with guard dogs  
to protect their livestock. This program  
has reduced the number of cheetahs killed  
by ranchers.
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A mother cheetah and her cub stay 
together for up to 18 months while the 
cub learns to hunt.


